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watched in the case of the Amcshaspcntas. The Ameshaspentas of the A vesta are lit. the immortal benefactors. These were clearly at first mere qualities of the Divine Being, or gifts which Ormazd might grant to his worshippers, but they became afterwards angelic or half-divine beings, such as Vohu ma no (Bahrnan), good mind, Asha vahishta (Arcli bahisht), the best truth, Armaiti (Spendarmacl), devotion and piety, Amereta<# (Amardad), immortality, Haurva-t&d (Khordad), health, Kshathra vairya (Shahri-var), abundance of earthly goods.
As these angels formed in later times the great council of Ormazd, Ahriman also was supposed to be surrounded by a similar council of six. They were Akem mano, the evil spirit, Indra, 8&\irva, Ka.on-haithya, and two personifications of Darkness and Poison. In this way the original Monotheism of the Zoroastrian religion came to bo replaced by that Dualism which is wrongly supposed to be the characteristic feature of the ancient Persian religion, and offers many points of similarity with the belief in God and His angels, and in a devil also, as we find it in the later portions of the Old Testament, From thence this belief was transferred to the New Testament, and is still held by many as a Christian, dogma. Whether this belief in God and a devil and the angels forming their respective councils was actually borrowed by the Jews from Persia, is still an open question. If any of the Persian names of these angels or devils had been discovered in the Old Testament, the question would at once have been settled; but there is only one really Persian name of one of these evil spirits attached to Ahriman, which actually has found